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Over 40 items 
I in our Buffet including 
hot & cold choices 


Fire marshal’s office has 
completed its site 
investigation of 
fatal fire. 


Police clock driver 
going 131 km/h in a 
posted 80 km/h zone. 
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17 Years in a Row! 
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REAL ESTATE 1 
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Downtown Port Colborne 
@149 Clarence Street 

PortColborneHomes.com WainlleetHomes.com 


INPORT tlNEWS 


SERVING PORT COLBORNE ■ WAINFLEET • SHERKSTON ■ LOWBANKS 



Frank Ruzycki' 

REAL ESTATE 

— 905 - 834-7653 

Direct 

PortColbomeHomes.com WifleetHomes.com 


The #1 Home Seller in Port Colborne/Wainfleet ■ 2000,2001,2002,2003,2004,2005,2006,2007,2008,2009,2010,2011,2012,2013,2014,2015, and 2016!* 


Holiday cheer 
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LOCAL 


Report on fatal fire could take months 
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Plan ahead and don’t drink and drive 



Fentanyl crisis demands bold shift in treating drug addiction 



GENERAL NOTICE: The contents of this newspaper are protected by copyright and may be used only for personal, non-commercial purposes. All other rights are reserved and commercial use is 
prohibited. To make any use of this material you must first obtain the permission of the owner of the copyright. 

For further information, contact Greg Furminger. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Copyright in letters and other material submitted to the publisher and accepted for publication remains with the author, but the publisher and its licensees may freely 
reproduce them in print, electronic or other form. 
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Slushy start to day includes upside down vehicle 


Postmedia Network 


Police and emergency 
vehicles dealt with a slippery 
Niagara last Thursday morn- 



to start the day, CAA Nia¬ 
gara said staff weren’t overly 
busy responding to roadside 
assistance calls. 

“It’s been normal, really, 


said Bill Willard, vice-presi¬ 
dent of automotive service. 
“We didn’t have the tempera- 


8 a.m. Willard said things 
had “calmed right down” 
by 10 a.m. Many of the calls 

tows after hitting curbs. 

“That’s the common thing 
when you get the slush and 



Thick snow in the morning roads, 
was accompanied by tern- “It’s not out of control." 

range. Had it dropped below ilaw@postmedia.com 


LIKE US ON 

FACEB00K 
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Boxer remembered after body found 


Boxing was everything to 
Dominic (Mhni) Mercuri. 

The 51-year-old Welland 
resident reached the pro¬ 
vincial pinnacle of the sport 
in the early 1990s, claiming 
the Ontario championship 
in the featherweight cate¬ 
gory “multiple times," said 
Ray Napper, a coach at Nap- 

Mercuri trained throughout 
his long career. 


slick fighter,” Napper said. 
“He had well over 100 fights 
and you don’t get that far 
without being good." 

Long after his own ten¬ 
ure in the ring had ended, 
Mercuri continued to spend 
much of his time at the box¬ 
ing club in Welland that was 


ing other fighters. 

"Ever since 1995, he 
helped coach at the box¬ 
ing club off and on,” Nap¬ 
per said, adding Mercuri 
had recently talked about 


coach in the coming year. 

Napper was at the box¬ 
ing club Tuesday when he 
learned Mercuri had died. 

Mercuri's body was found 
Tuesday in the icy waters of 
the Welland Recreational 
Canal by the Lincoln Street 



"Everybody wanted to 
work with Mimi because he 
was a fun guy to be around 
in the gym, and his passion 
, -- . . lbeliev . 


l a fun 

way," he said. “That’s why 
it's such a big loss, espe¬ 
cially for the people who 


but we’re going to do a 
moment of silence for him.” 
Niagara Regional Police 
'" red Thursday that 


national championship 
level of the sport. 

“Mimi really helped me 
out when I was fighting, and 



Napper said. 

More recer 
helped Nappi 


r, Merci 


i, including a standoff 
police on West Main 
Street about a decade ago. 
But he was also known as a 

throughout the province. 

“People from all ove 
Ontario are messaging me 

Mimi," Napper; ' ’ 


the body fou 

canal was Mercuri. A post¬ 
mortem examination con¬ 
ducted Wednesday deter¬ 
mined the cause of his 
death was not suspicious in 

Mercuri was reported to 
have been in Welland hospi¬ 
tal for a medical issue about 
a week before he died. 
Police are asking any- 

Mercuri’s whereabouts in 
the days leading up to his 
death to contact Welland 


ice for Mercuri is taking 
place today, friends at the 
boxing club are planning to 
remember him on his birth¬ 
day next Thursday. 


NEW YEAR NEW YOU! 


TROUBLE 
READING 
YOUR WATCH? 


TROUBLE 
READING 
YOUR TEXTS? 



To obtain additional information or to book your FREE consultation 
please contact our refractive counselors at 1-888-510-2020 or 905-371-3217 
You may visit our website at www.lasikprovision.com 


FREE 

01 

$ 250 off sasrasE 


op drops, goggles and a 3 year 
ion care plan valued at $350. 
All procedures booked by 


I Preliminary Eye Exam 


BOOK NOW! See Now Pav Later' $Od0 - °« 
LIMITED TIME OFFER NOW ’ Laler 




GET THE LATEST 
BREAKING NEWS 

www.lnPortNews.ca 
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Second stunting 
charge laid against 
driver within weeks 


333 Davis Street 

(on the corner-next to Home Hardware) 

Port Colborne 

AMPnif Phone:905-834-4541 
9I1EK1%. “Lumber merchants 

TIMBER MART since 1810” 
www.timbermart.ca/sherk 

‘Spruce Tine ‘Cedar ‘Plywoods ‘Sheds ‘Kitchens ‘Paint ‘Plumbing ‘Electrical ‘Builders I 


96” KITCHEN ON A SKID 

(See our display kitchen) 

$1,399 

Includes 7 factory assembled 
cabinets, 66 1/2” 
Laminate counter top, 
Double bowl Stainless Steel 
sink, 14 knobs and 2 Toe Kicks. 
Also available with Meteorite Grey 
GRANITE Top and Double bowl 
Undermount Stainless Steel Sink 

$1,849 


TAXLESS TUESDAY - January 17 

(We pay the HST on all in stock, 
reg. priced items, cash & carry) 

Every third Tuesday of the month 


1 

........ 1 


U.-: :..jM 




exercise on Feeder Road in Wainfleet. 

Fblice stopped a vehicle operated 
by a driver who was subsequently 
charged with stunt driving - with a 
clocked speed of 131 km/h in a posted 
80-km/h zone. 


The driver has a lengthy record of 
Highway Traffic Act speeding offences, 
including a charge of stunting this 
past November, police said in a news 

The driver - who police are not 


seven-day vehicle impoundment, 
administrative driver’s licence 


MURDOCH'S 

Celebrating 57 Years as Tire & Mechanical Experts 


WINTER TRACTION TIRE SALE 

RECEIVE $60 VALUE ON THE PURCHASE OF 4 TIRES 
RECEIVE $20 MECHANICAL LABOUR GIFT CERTIFICATE 

SAVE $40 ON A SET Of4TIBES 



REGULAR PRICE *75.00 


REGULAR PRICE *89.00 


REGULAR PRICE *89.00 REGULAR PRICE *145.00 



$10 OFF MECHANICAL WORK 


Look no further to get professional re 

- Remodeling the Niagara Region for the past decade 

- Dedicated to providing the finest quality of service and 
materials for your dollar 

- Written warranties 

Always a fast, friendly and FREE estin 

"Don't settle on part time service" 

Ph: 905-894-8599 


o E «.r^T, N o I 


Dennis O’Reilly 

GENERAL CONTRACTING 

‘HQMstfnm, star t to fitdsh? 

• batfreums • Hiawms • Recks • Additions 
^Otarcre • fence s . RgfeUf ■ CAmnA. 

■“S- 905 -894-8599 
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HALF 

PRICE 


I - I Cl \ a / II I I Store hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 am to 9 pm 

200 Fitch Street, Welland I Sat.8 am to6 pm-Sun.9am to 6 pm 


GIANT 

TIGER 


1/2 PRICE! 


LIMIT OF 4 

Reg. 4.00-4.69, Assort., 340-550 g 


MOISTURE/HUMIDIlt 55% 
M.F./M.G. 31% 


COCA-COLA 

98 * 

1/2 PRICE! 

LIMIT OF 5 

Reg. 1.97, Assort, 2 L, *554366/554363 J 


OVER HALF OFF! 


JP PRICES IN EFFECT 
JANUARY 4-10,2017 

WHILE QUANTITIES LAST. 


OVER HALF OFF! 
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The foundation for Family and Children’s Services Niagara is organizing a financial drive to raise money 
for totes to be used by children who are entering the foster care system. Shown are Virginia Workman, 
Denise Collins, Tracy Nickle and Meaghan Coopman. 


Totes to aid foster kids during difficult move 


MARYANNE FIRTH 

Postmedia Network 


For Virginia Workman, it was a 
difficult thought to process. 

The St. Catharines family law 
lawyer couldn't bear to think about 
children entering the foster care 
system and stuffing their posses¬ 
sions, the only remnants of home, 
into a trash bag for the move. 


rence for youths taken into the care 
of Family and Children's Services 

At least, until now. 

Workman has launched Totes for 
Kids, an initiative that raises funds 
to provide junior hockey bags to 


their sense of dignity during such a 
difficult time. 

The program, embraced by the 
FACS Foundation, works in part¬ 
nership with Canadian Tire, which 
has agreed to sell bags to the organ¬ 
ization at cost 


Tire stores — on Welland Avenue, 
Glendale Avenue and Louth Street 
— have come together to donate 
the first 100 bags to the cause. 

Workman was inspired by the 
story of a Vancouver woman, a 
former foster child, who began col¬ 
lecting gently-used suitcases for the 
same purpose on the West Coast 

cult it was to move from place to 
place and basically have only a gar¬ 
bage bag for your belongings. She 
spoke about how demoralizing it 
was, how demeaning,” Workman 
recalled. "I was really touched by 

In her profession, Workman 
often acts on behalf of children in 
protection instances. Their con¬ 
cerns often revolve around their 

flurry of life changes. 

"That's at least something that's 
theirs. Their touchstones, their 
clothing, their toys," she said. 
"They've been removed from eve¬ 
rything else they know." 

After learning FACS had no bags 


available for children to pack their 
lives up in when entering care, 
Workman decided to do something 

After speaking with the organi¬ 
zation and hearing concerns about 
storage should used suitcases be 
collected, she approached Cana¬ 
dian Tire about coming on board 
with a model that would see new 
bags purchased at cost 

This fall she began working with 
Graham Keene from the Welland 
Avenue store and the pair found 
a bag that in bulk could easily be 


Workman also began soliciting 
donations from the community 
for the cause and has since raised 
$11,000. 

She's hopeful the program will 
eventually raise enough funds to 
become self-sustaining, so it does 
not take away from other FACS 
Foundation initiatives. 

At any given time, FACS provides 
foster care for nearly 500 children. 

Having only a trash bag to 
carry their belongings in "sends 
the wrong message to kids when 
they're faced with a real difficult 
time," said child protection super¬ 
visor Michelle Bernard. 


The initiative is a "powerful ges¬ 
ture," she said, one that tells chil¬ 
dren they’re both valued and cared 
for. 

Bernard called the FACS Foun¬ 
dation fortunate to have many pro¬ 
grams, including summer camps, 
toy drives and post-secondary 
school bursaries, that are sup¬ 
ported by the community. 

"This is another program that 
says to our kids as a community, 
'We're rallying behind you. We're 
working together to provide you 
with things that you may need dur¬ 
ing your journey and during your 
involvement with FACS Niagara.'" 

begun handing out the 100 donated 


They've been divided between 
the St. Catharines, Welland and 
Niagara Falls branch offices and 


are available to all child protection 
Keene hopes the initiative helps 

made experience for children. 

"We may not be able to change 
the world, but we want to give 
them a little bit of pride so theyTe 
not going from home to home with 
their worldly belongings in a gar¬ 
bage bag," the store owner said. "I 


know it seems like a small thing, 
but there's greater significance than 
it just being a bag." 

The intention is to create a long¬ 
term relationship between Cana- 

ensure its success in the future, 
Keene said. 


"There are ways we can extend 
this program. I think this could go 
even bigger’ 

The possibility to add toiletries to 
the bags exrsts through the current 
partnership and could be supported 
by other area businesses, he said. 

Workman is also hopeful to see 
toiletries included in the future and 
is looking for partners willing to 
support that additional piece. 

She ultimately wants to see Totes 
for Kids grow to reach other chil- 

spoke about what it means to her to 
help children facing such difficult 
circumstances. 

“I don’t know if I can put that 
into words,” she said, taking a pause 

“It’s not a huge project, but it just 
feels really important” 

She credits her husband Doug 
Youmans and daughter Arwyn 
Workman-Youmans for their assist¬ 
ance in getting the initiative off the 
ground. 

“It's sort of been a family affair,” 
she said, adding each has done 
their part to show support 

Donations for Totes for Kids can 
be made by calling the FACS Foun¬ 
dation at 905-937-7731. 
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Email: in port news.classif iedsasun media. 


RURAL DRIVERS NEEDED TO 
DELIVER FLYERS ON THURS. 

PORT EAST & 

WELLANDPORT/WAINFLEET 

AREAS 

Must have a reliable vehicle, and 
valid driver’s license. 

Please reply by email to: 
clamontagne@postmedia.com 
or call 905-732-2414 ext 503272 


Classifieds 

inportnewsxa/classifieds 


e— 

NO COLLECTING! 
Call 905-732-2414 

ext 503272 or 503389 


JEFFERSON AVE, NORTH 
ORES & SUGARLOAF ST 

(flyers only routes below) 
CHARLOTTE, CLARENCE, 
KENT, KING & WEST ST. 

CLARENCE ST 
CLARKE ST & CHESTNUT 
CLARKE ST 


DRIVERS 

NEEDED 




is waiting for you in the CLASSIFIEDS! 
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CARPET 


Attention 


\l- 


Thinking 


about |-|0W 


Save 


Energy 


We are too 


Please 
recycle this 
newspaper *6 


FIND A BUYER 




faster 


advertising v 




HERE’. 
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HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING SPECIALISTS 
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Office: (289) 273-6550 
Cell: (905) 329-7622 

Email: tradesplusservices@gmail.com 


Furnace and AC Specials Held over For January 
Inquire About our Garage Heaters Too! 


The new degree of comfort!" 



Residential Packages 
Available starting at 
$89.95 / month (O.A.C). 

* No Payments 
* No Retroactive Interest 
for the first 12 months 
* Up to $1650 Rebate 


With the Rising cost of Energy, now is the time to change your Older Non-Efficient Heating/Cooling 
Equipment to High-Efficiency Energy Saving Models saving you hundreds of dollars per year. 

All units have huge specials going on right now. With 10 Year warranty and peace of mind we supply 
and install the following equipment: 

• Furnaces • Central Air Conditioning • Ductless Air Conditioning • Boilers • Hot Water Tanks 

• Tankless and/or on Demand Hot Water Systems • Gas Lines and Much Much More 

We offer 3 Easy payment Methods for your Convenience* 

1 Cash/Cheque 

2 Rental available on your Enbridge Gas Bill 

3 Financing available on your Enbridge Gas Bill 

Multiple Fiance Options to Suit Everyone 

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS 
*NO INTEREST, NO PAYMENTS, 12 MONTHS O.A.C** 


“Finance options subject to dealer charge. 








